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It is not difficult to believe that such an explosion
made a great noise, both in France and Spain; but the
noise it made at first was nothing to that which fol-
lowed. A cabal was formed against Monsieur le Due
d'Orleans. It was said that he had plotted to place
himself upon the Spanish throne, by driving out Philip
V., under pretext of his incapacity, of the domination
of Madame des Ursins, and of the abandonment of the
country by France; that he had treated with Stanhope,
commander of the English troops in Spain, and with
whom he was known to be "on friendly terms, in order
to be protected by the Archduke. This was the report
most widely spread. Others went further. In these
M. d'Orleans was accused of nothing less than of in-
tending to divorce himself from Madame la Duchesse
d'Orleans, as having been married to her by force; of
intending to marry the sister of the Empress (widow of
Charles II.), and of mounting with her upon the Span-
ish throne; to marry Madame d'Argenton, as the Queen
Dowager was sure to have no children, and finally, to
poison Madame d'Orleans.

Meanwhile the reply from Spain came not. The King
and Monseigneur treated M. d'Orleans with a coldness
which made him sorely ill at ease; the majority of the
courtiers, following this example, withdrew from him.
He was left almost alone.

I learnt at last from M. d'Orleans how far he was
deserving of public censure, and what had given col-
ouring to the reports spread against him. He admitted
to me, that several of the Spanish grandees had per-
suaded him that it was not possible the King of Spain
could stand, and had proposed to him to hasten his